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Join me in proclaiming: 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!” 

  

The Palm Sunday Liturgy (page 270 in your Prayer Book) vividly represents one of the few 

times everyone gets to join in the fun and joy and reenact an event that holds great power for 

Christians around the world.  Normally, we would gather in the fellowship hall and bless and 

distribute the palm branches exchanging the words above.  Then, we all form a procession and 

process into the church to the music of Hymn 154: All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, 

King!  While this is all rather messy and noisy, we join as one to remember and imitate Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover with his closest friends.  Jesus went to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover joining with Jews who had done likewise since the exodus from slavery in 

Egypt.  We take up common palm branches and bless them to make them holy.  Then we, the 

common people, join the procession into Jerusalem once more joining ourselves to the long history 

of Christians everywhere.  But we also know that we are, each and every one of us, the Body of 

Christ – the holy people of God moving forward as one into the future that Jesus Christ has in 

mind for us.  The common becomes holy.  We become holy by our words and actions.   
 

Once we get into the church, the mood quickly shifts from joy to deep solemnity when the 

Passion Gospel is read telling us, once more, of the terrible events that took place two thousand 

years ago.  We shift our holy palms of joy from our left shoulder to the right shoulder.  We pause 

in silence to contemplate with shock and awe Jesus’ death on the cross for us.  To be honest, every 

time I read the Passion Gospel my emotions shift from anger at the crowds, Pilate’s mocking 

words, Jesus’ face bloodied by beating and torture, to deep grief at the moment of his death.  It 

happens all over again, right before my eyes, and I feel gutted.  It is all I can do not to begin 

crying.  It is a holy experience year after year.  Holy Week will be even more difficult as we follow 

Jesus, step by bloody step, to his death on cross once more for our salvation.  But, the Good News 

is that we know the end of the story: death could not hold Him who is the Son of God.  By the 

power of God, He defeats death and is resurrected purchasing eternal life for you and me. 
 

This year, I invite you to commemorate this Palm Sunday in your own home. We do not 

need to be in the church building in order to be the church.  Make this a holy time in your own 

home with your family, until we are together again. 
 

Please stay healthy in heart, mind, body and soul. The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father,  

the Son, and the Holy Spirit+ 

 


