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Proclaim this with me: Alleluia.  Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
  

It might feel like we are still in exile, still in this virus-wilderness, but Easter can never be 

cancelled.  I know how you feel: we are stuck in our homes hiding from this unseen enemy.  We 

can’t go to St. Mary’s and celebrate the resurrection together.  My heart is breaking not being able 

to be with you; however, just like Christmas, Easter still happens.  Easter is the feast day when 

God, humanity, and all of creation acts together to give us the great Christian HOPE of everlasting 

life, resurrected life with God, all the saints, and the whole host of heaven!  The darkness of Lent 

and the horror of Good Friday is over as we all shout together “ALLELUIA” once again.  The 

Valley of Dry Bones is behind us and God is victorious over evil and death: “I have loved you with 

an everlasting love; therefore, I have continued my faithfulness to you.  Again I will build you, and 

you shall be built…” 
 

Let us go to the garden tomb together.  It is early morning and we join Mary Magdalene on 

her way to the tomb.  She carries her alabaster jar of nard to anoint Jesus’ body in death.  We see, 

even from afar that something is amiss: the tomb is open!  Mary is so shocked that she runs back to 

inform Peter and the others about what she has seen.  They rush back to the tomb together and 

find Him gone!  They see Jesus’ discarded shroud and the cloth covering his bloody face neatly 

rolled up (code language that Jesus is coming back.).  The men depart but Mary remains 

behind.  Jesus comes and speaks to her but she is so hysterical with grief that she does not 

recognize him until he actually speaks her name: “Mary.”  The story does not end there. 
 

Mary tries to embrace Him but he tells her not to hold him down or hold him back because 

he has not yet ascended to “my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”  And then the 

most important words of all: “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 

the Lord’ and she told them that he had said these things to her.”  Mary Magdalene, a woman, is 

the first to see and speak with our resurrected Lord.  More than that, she is the very first person to 

proclaim to the world that Christ has been raised from the dead!  Without Mary Magdalene, we 

would not be here today. 
 

Jesus speaks to us today telling each of us to proclaim his sacrifice on the cross and his 

resurrection from death to life for you and me and the whole world.  Through the power of God, 

Jesus is resurrected and gifts to us the promise and hope of resurrected and eternal life with him. 

ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELIUA! 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight; and the Blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, go with you this day and remain with 

you always+. AMEN!   


