St. Mary’s Vestry Meeting
September 14, 2009

In Attendance: Mo. Claire, Carolyn Knight, Mark Dey, Kathy Munroe, Terry Berardi, Mary Beth Gillen, Nancy Lovell, John Duffy

Absent:  John McNamara, Jeff Donaldson

Opening Prayer – 7:35 pm  Carolyn

Approval of minutes from 8/31/09 Meeting – Kathy offered amendments as follows:


Page 1 , paragraph 4 should read oill tank, not oil burner


2nd page - Bev Diggs’ son is retiring from the Navy.

Nancy moved to approve the amended minutes, seconded by Terry, all approved.

Financial Report – Jeff emailed prior to meeting


Report reviewed by vestry and is attached to this record.


John asked if balance sheet is available for review.  Per Jeff in past meetings, any report can be obtained from Quick Books when requested.

Rector’s Report – Mo. Claire


Distribution of rough drafts of job descriptions for vestry positions.  Also may consult Vestry Guide for information or visit diocesan website www.dioceseny.org

Investments position on vestry no longer filled by John McNamara – he has accepted position of Building and Grounds.

Ministry Fair to be held during Stewardship season


Discussed having 2 service Sunday on Nov 22 for Ingathering/Ministry Fair


Vestry/Ministries should develop Job Description/Brochure for Fair


Letter from Ann Marwick that was sent to vestry members was discussed.

Senior Warden Report – Carolyn reporting


Capital Campaign committee to include John Duffy.  Meeting is planned.

Council Reports


IT – Mark reporting



Showed vestry draft of new website – will send link to vestry members for further review/suggestions



The old office PC needs MS Office software re-loaded to increase its marketability.

St. Mary’s Vestry Meeting





Page 2

September 14, 2009

Outreach – Terry reporting


On behalf of Sally, newsletter articles need to be submitted before 10/13


Shop-Rite food drive was successful, with donations of 55 items and $230


Requested that vestry approve a Toys for Tots collection area in our location.  Mo. Claire moved to approve, Carolyn seconded, all approved.


Thanksgiving distribution is 11/21, set-up 11/20.  Look for turkey/ham sales coming up.

Christmas distribution will be 12/19, with set-up on 12/18.

Liturgy and Worship – Kathy reporting


Ministry training on Sept 18 for Lay Readers

Christian Ed – Mary Beth reporting


Meeting with Sunday School teachers on 10/1


Hoping to improve communication between vestry and teachers


Requested to be included in emails on activities that could include the youth, for instance food drive.

Building and Grounds – John M reporting


Joseph from Mohegan Park is requesting donations of garden tools for his use on the church grounds


Update on the oil tank – there appears to be no leak.  The oil tank is not currently covered by insurance.  Recommended that we research above ground tanks, for both the rectory and the church.  There has been increased usage of oil, which is being used to heat the water.  The hot water heater is being evaluated.  Per his request, a motion was made by Mark to investigate replacing the tanks. The motion was seconded by Terry and unanimously approved.

Old Business


Planned Giving – the persons asked to host event declined


Bishop’s visit 10/17 – Vestry Tea at 5 pm and Confirmation to follow.  5 youths are being confirmed and 10-20 adults are being received or confirmed.

New Business


Diocesan budget is on-line.  All churches have potential to receive a portion of the budget.


Annual Pledge Campaign – encourage Episcopal training of stewardship.  Training is being held on 2 dates – 9/22 at the Diocesan House, and 9/29 at Zion Church in Wappingers Falls.  Chair person needed!
Closing Prayer – 9:40 pm 

Respectfully submitted:  Carolyn Knight

