Vestry Minutes

May 8, 2006

Present:
Mother Claire Woodley-Aitchison, Jeff Donaldson, Terry Berardi, Robert Cinque, 

Iris Doyle, Mickey Moroney, Judy Remy, Dan Riley, Pat Slavin, Paul Witt
Absent:
Carolyn Knight

Guest:
JoAnn Riley

Jeff opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:37 P.M.

I
Approval of Minutes: On motion by Terry, seconded by Iris, the minutes of the April 10, 2006 meeting were unanimously approved.

II
Reports

A.) Mother Claire’s Report – 

· Mother Claire has modified her Sabbatical itinerary. 

· She will preach on the DaVinci Code in the September / October time frame. 

· The Amazing Grace Circus will be at St. Marys on 9/29.

· Soul Song Night Café will begin in September on a Friday night. It will happen approximately every other month. Musicians will be featured.

· Mother Claire discussed the possibility of a flu epidemic. There could be multiple deaths in a short time period. A plan would have to be worked out because the number of people to go and comfort those who are ill is at a minimum. Services and prayers will be taped and put on-line for people to listen to. The situation of Mohegan Park will be looked into.

B.) Warden’s Reports – 

· Thanks to the Altar Guild, Buildings and Grounds team, and all the liturgical 

service members who made Easter a great day.

· The shuttle to Mohegan Park is still on hold. Matthew Longden has volunteered 

to repair the van. Drivers are being requested to pick up people on Sundays for the 9:30 service. They must be added to the insurance plan.

· Sallie Sypher has requested that all newsletter articles be in by 6/4.

· The Bedell Fund visited on 5/7. They were impressed by our Capital Campaign plans. It was a good visit.

C.)
Council Reports



Parish Life  (Iris reporting)

· Jenny Gurahian has requested a vendor’s day for a Saturday in June. After much discussion it was decided to stay with the 3 fairs we already have scheduled.

· Aunt Millie’s Rummage Sale was a success. The exact amount of profit is not in as yet. It appears that it will be in the $1600 to $1900 range.

· The Ladies Lunch on 4/25 was a success. The next one is on 5/27 at Marie Yonker’s place.

· Shirley Price is moving to Arizona. We wish her well and thank her for the years of service she has done for St. Marys.

Christian Education  (Carolyn reporting) – No Report

ALPHA  (?? reporting) – No Report

Altar Guild  (Pat reporting) 

· Six albs for little acolytes have arrived. The money is out of the Memorial Fund.

· As sacristy drawers are cleaned extra fabrics will be sent to New Orleans. Pat has been playing phone tag with different churches and people in Louisiana.

· We need new altar guild members. They can come and watch how easy it is.

Outreach  (Terry reporting)

· 501(c3) – Bob Cinque working on – The kit is not in as yet. JoAnn Riley and Walt Decker, many thanks to them, have set up the new books for the food pantry. Sheets were distributed depicting data from 12/31/04 through the current year.

The following resolution was made: The Community Food Pantry at St. Mary’s, Mohegan Lake is requesting an approval of funds designated for The Food Pantry from the general fund pending the allocation as designated by the treasurer, Joann Riley. Joann believes the amount will be available by the end of May. The transfer of funds will be to an account in the name of the Food Pantry at The Chase Bank. The  designated signatures for the new account will be Mother Claire, Janice Reichert, and Terry Berardi. Terry made the resolution. It was seconded by Mickey and unanimously approved.

· Terry talked about the information she received at Chase Bank regarding the 

checking account for the food pantry.

· The food pantry served 45 families last week.

· Jan Merrell is bilingual and is translating for the Spanish people at the pantry.

Technology  (Dan reporting)

· Phone system – being finalized. 

· A Blog will be established for Mother Claire’s sabbatical.

Contacts (Bob reporting)

· Handling the paperwork for the food pantry 501 (c3).

· Looking at oil contracts.

· Please see item IV-B for discussion on Soul Song Night Café.

Stewardship   (Jeff  reporting)

· Holliman began last week with the Capital Campaign Feasibility Study. 16 

personal interviews will be conducted at church. These will be scheduled for the weekend of 6/3. A statement of cases and financial needs will be ready by the end of May. The remainder of the parish will receive their survey packets during the week of 6/6 to 6/10. They are to be returned to Holliman by 6/20. We will receive the results by the end of June. A discussion was held on the many aspects of the plan.

· A Giving Committee – Planning for the future – looking at different vehicles.

Buildings and Grounds  (Mickey / Judy reporting)

· The outside steps need dry days to complete the masonry work.

· The oil contract with Castle has been signed.

Financial (Paul reporting) – See item II-D

D.) Financial Status Report – (4/30/06) 

· JoAnn presented the report. She handed out the Summary Report and a Sabbatical

Fund History sheet. A discussion was held on the various financial reports.

III
Old Business

A.) Vestry Retreat – Follow Up Meeting – Send the data to Jeff.

IV
New Business

A.) Hearth Fire Project

· The project would begin the Capital Campaign. Renovation to the Sanctuary 

would start a fix up to kneelers, cushions, choir pew removal, floor maintenance, and a look into about glass doors.

Mother Claire made a motion, seconded by Jeff, that the Vestry of St. Marys resolves to look into the Hearth Fire Project as a spiritual devotion to God and St. Marys. It was unanimously approved.

B.) Song Soul Night Café 

· Beginning 9/15 – 4 or 5 additional nights – start at 7 PM. It would last for 2 to 2.5 

hours. There would be a headliner, the family band, and an open mike session. Beth Rordam and Caroline Tippin are involved with Bob Cinque. Promotion and advertisements are a must. The admission would be on a donation basis.


C.)
General Convention – Amy Lamborn will educate the parish.

Mother Claire closed the meeting with a prayer and adjourned at 9:44 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


Frank Doyle
Clerk of the Vestry

