Vestry Notes

July 9, 2007


Since there was not a quorum for the vestry meeting the agenda was followed as best could be done. This is a summary of the discussions. We met in the Sanctuary.

Present:
Mother Claire Woodley-Aitchison, Jeff Donaldson, Terry Berardi, Iris Doyle,

Carolyn Knight, Pat Slavin

Absent:
Robert Cinque, Mickey Moroney, Beth Rordam, Dan Riley, Dario Ungania

Guest:

JoAnn Riley, Bedell Fund Committee Members

Mother Claire began the meeting with a prayer at 7:47 P.M.

I
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the May 14, 2007 meeting and tonight’s discussions will be approved at the next vestry meeting.

II
Reports

A.) Mother Claire’s Report 

· Mother Claire has lost her calendar. If anyone finds it please let her know.

· Mother Claire will not be in the office 7/29 to 8/4, 8/4 to 8/8 (Kingdom Bound), and 8/12 to 8/23.

· Sue Kimble is looking into the possibility of a fundraiser to benefit Lisa Galante.

· Mother Claire does not have Kids Jam leadership in place for the fall. The following are the options that are open:

· She will meet soon with the parents of the Church school with the hope that 

someone will step forward.

· Nobody steps forward and Kids Jam does not happen or the instruction 

would become part of the 9:30 AM service.

· Kids Jam moves to Wednesday afternoons. A leader would still be needed.

· An assistant leader is needed for the Harvest Fair to organize the advertising and

help in coordinating the operation. If anyone has any names please tell Mother Claire.

· Mother Claire is concerned about a possible tumultuous situation. We must 

control the anxiety levels in the congregation.

· Mother Claire will have been at St. Mary’s for 6 years on 9/1/07.

· The current gold color on the walls of the Sanctuary is too dark. A lighter shade of gold will be found. 

· Altar rails (Salvage) were put in place to see how they would look.

· The 5-year plan is on schedule.

B.) Warden’s Reports 

· The wardens gave their reports under their council reports.

C.)
Council Reports



Parish Life  (Iris reporting)

· The Ladies that Lunch met at the Doyle’s on 6/22. The next lunch will be at Kathy Munroe’s house on 7/26.

· Ann Marwick has requested that the ladies lunch in August be on 8/24. She would like them to make sandwiches for the wedding reception on 8/25.

Christian Education  (Carolyn Reporting) – No Report

Altar Guild  (Pat reporting)  

· The grotto services have been working out very well.

· Thanks to Iris for making the frontal piece for the altar.

· Pews have been worked on to clean them up.

Outreach  (Terry reporting)

· The Food Pantry 501c3 has been received from the IRS. A meeting was held on 7/6/07 to transfer the monies from St. Mary’s accounts to the Food Pantry’s accounts.

· Don Bennett wants to have another food drive at ShopRite in the September time.

· Terry reminded the vestry about the Carpenter Kids Project.

· Rich Bellew, the Church accountant, is willing to be the accountant for the food pantry. He would complete the 990 forms and do the annual audit.

· The Putnam Valley Food Pantry came to check and see if we were going to close the food pantry at any time during the construction. The answer is no.

· One of the grants that was applied for has been received.

Technology  (Dan’s report given by JoAnn) 

· He is working with Elizabeth Martin on how to update the website.

Contracts (Bob) – No Report 

Stewardship   (Jeff reporting)

· Jeff updated everyone on the status of the Capital Campaign

· Pledges are on track. Most are for 5 years. 

· Current Sanctuary work is mostly by church volunteers. Approximately $40,000 has been allocated for this phase.

· The parish hall work will probably not begin until 2009 and it could be complete in one year.

· The narthex, stain glasswork, and other Sanctuary work will be handled in 2008.

· A diocesan loan is being looked at. The payment of the interest is of prime concern.

· Mother Claire is working on grants.

· Jeff asked the vestry to think about names of people for the 5-year plan committee.

· The annual pledge drive will be coming up soon.

Buildings and Grounds  (Mickey/Dario) – Please see Stewardship Report above.

Circles (Beth) – No Report

Financial (JoAnn reporting) 

· Tracy Tumminello is doing a great job taking over some of the treasurer’s duties.

· JoAnn was happy to complete the turnover of monies to the food pantry.

D.) Financial Status Report – (6/30/07) 

· JoAnn presented the report. A discussion was held. 

III
Old Business 

IV
New Business

A.) Bedell Committee Grant Presentation

· The committee gave a little history on the Bedell Fund and then presented a commitment letter to St. Mary’s in the sum of $250,000. $50,000 will be available for use in 2008 and the remainder in 2009. There was a questions and answers period. Mother Claire presented work aprons for them to take back to St. Matthews. Mother Claire led a brief discussion on Good $ense workshops.

B.) Stewardship

· Good $ense Ministry Training – Counselors need to be trained.

· Annual Stewardship Planning – Please see Stewardship Council report. A kickoff for the annual stewardship might be a dinner/dance to include a rededication of the Church and a blessing of the Sanctuary. Possible dates are the 1st or 3rd Fridays of October.

C.) Nomination of Lay Delegate and Youth Member to the 2007 Diocesan Convention. 

· Kathy Munroe, Sallie Sypher, and Alyssa Attanasio are nominated.

D.)
Long Range Planning/Solicitation of New Committee Members – Please see Stewardship


E.)
Other – There will be no August vestry meeting. The next meeting will be 9/17/07.

Iris closed the meeting with a prayer, at 9:16 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


Frank Doyle

Clerk of the Vestry

