Vestry Minutes

September 18, 2006

Present:
Mother Claire Woodley-Aitchison, Jeff Donaldson, Terry Berardi, Robert Cinque,  

Iris Doyle, Carolyn Knight, Judy Remy, Dan Riley, Pat Slavin, Paul Witt
Absent:
Mickey Moroney

Guest:
JoAnn Riley

Mother Claire opened the meeting with a candlelight communion service at 7:42 P.M.

I
Approval of Minutes: On motion by Terry, seconded by Dan, the minutes of the August 14, 2006 meeting were unanimously approved.

II
Reports

A.) Mother Claire’s Report   

· The funeral for Barbara Lang was today. All went well.

· With the number of youth being killed in recent days there will be a vigil set up by the Yorktown Clergy. They will meet on 9/20 at 11 AM to decide the date.

· Mother Claire said thanks to all who ran St. Marys while she was on Sabbatical.

· The Capital Campaign needs a data input person for 10 hours a week. We will go through a personnel agency.

· On Saturday 10/7 at 6PM all members and their significant other are invited to a dinner at Mother Claire’s house.

· Alex Berardi will be giving a presentation to all services on 10/8. The topic will be Ministering to People with Emotional Disabilities.

B.) Warden’s Reports  

· Jeff stated he was happy that Mother Claire has reconnected with her family.

· Jeff thanked Pat for her work on getting the new stole and chasuble.

C.)
Council Reports



Parish Life  (Iris reporting)

· The Ladies Lunch on 8/22 was a success. The next one will be on 9/20 at Roxanne Robson’s place.

· There was a thank you coffee hour for Mother Amy Lamborn.

· Flowers were given to Debbie Sarno on her last day at St. Marys.

· There will be a sign-up for the Harvest Fair on the bulletin board.

· Iris passed around a sign-up sheet for selling raffle tickets outside the church on Saturdays or Sundays. Vestry members were asked to pick one time to sell.

· On 10/14 during the Harvest Fair workers were asked to park off site so that visitors would have good access to the fair and the vendors.

Christian Education  (Carolyn reporting) 

· Sunday, 9/17, was the opening day for Church School. Everyone was enthusiastic.

The K-4 group will be like a 1-room schoolhouse. The 5/6 grades have a new program that is a modified Rite 13. The Rite 13 and J2A groups will have their programs along with a breakfast club, gender groups, and once a month a dinner at Mother Claire’s house.

Altar Guild  (Pat reporting)  

· Kathy Munroe spent numerous hours shining all the metal pieces that are on the 

altar.

· All the needlepoint cushions were washed during the summer.

· Felt bags have been purchased for the collection plates to avoid tarnishing.

· Gloves were bought for the altar guild members as they handle the metal.

Outreach  (Terry reporting)

· Terry asked if the fund raising for this year at the Paramount could be on 3/17/07. The Preservation Hall Jazz Band is going to be there. After discussion it was decided not to do this event.

· Terry proposed that at the Alternative table at the Christmas Fair cards for the food pantry be one of the possibilities. It was agreed upon.

· October is voter registration month. Terry would like to get volunteers to help by giving people rides on Election day.

· Herman Singh Kalsi has presented an Eagle Scout Project. It was approved if he will come for the dedication. Judy will contact and follow the progress. Please see attached appendix for details.

· Terry attended 2 workshops. One was on Episcopal Charity Grants and the other was a Food Patch Conference. She was pleased with both.

Technology  (Dan reporting) – No Report

Contracts (Bob reporting) 

· The Soul Song Café on 9/15 was a success. Bob said many thanks to all who 

helped out in the many areas. Publicity will be at a higher level the next time.

Stewardship   (Jeff  reporting) 

· Jeff distributed a Council report. In it were the following topics: Capital 

Campaign, Planned Giving, Annual Pledge Drive, Good Sense Stewardship, Bedell Grant, Buildings and Grounds Hearthfire Project, and Church Van. A discussion was held. Key dates to remember are 11/19 for Pledge Sunday, and 10/15, 10/22, 10/29, and 11/5 for Good Sense Stewardship. The report is attached in an appendix.

Buildings and Grounds  (Judy reporting)

· The new St. Marys sign is up in front of the church

· The sand pile in the parking lot has been moved.

· Fred and Dario would like to remove the mildew off the back wall and paint it.

· The rectory roof is missing slate shingles and is leaking into the house.

· Recycling – the youth group would like to use the money and make a donation to the food pantry.

· Rich Malan of the Yorktown Police Department is being approached to give a presentation on security at the church.

Financial (Paul reporting) 

· Paul distributed a draft of the Investment Sheets Guidelines. A discussion was held and Paul asked that the Vestry read the draft over before the next meeting. 

· There is a possibility of another capital campaign to increase reserves.

D.) Financial Status Report – (8/31/06) 

· JoAnn presented the report. She led a discussion on the major differences and areas of possible problems. 

· She mentioned that she is ready for the Food Pantry to become an independent organization.

· She mentioned that Walt Decker should be called Walt ‘Walk on Water’ because of his knowledge of St. Mary’s financial affairs over the years.

The Vestry expressed their gratitude to JoAnn for her many hours of work on the various treasurer functions.

III
Old Business

A.) Van Repair – Roake Fund Use – Please see Stewardship Report

B.)
Bishop’s Visitation / Confirmation & Party Reschedule

· The date is tentative but Inquirer’s classes are beginning 9/20.

C.)
Harvest Fair – Saturday Schedule for Selling Raffle Tickets – Please see Parish Life 


Council Report.

IV
New Business


A.)
Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project – Please see Outreach Council Report.


B.)
Other – 9/29 will be the Amazing Grace Circus Family Night.

Jeff closed the meeting with a prayer and adjourned at 9:23 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


Frank Doyle
Clerk of the Vestry

