Vestry Minutes

June 13, 2005

Present:
Mother Claire Woodley-Aitchison, Jeffrey Donaldson, Iris Doyle, Carolyn Knight, 

Greg Longden, Dan Riley, Pat Slavin, Sallie Sypher, Paul Witt

Absent:
Terry Berardi, Martina Hunt

Mother Claire opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:38 P.M.

I
Approval of Minutes: On motion by Dan, seconded by Carolyn, the minutes of the May 9, 2005 meeting were unanimously approved.

II
Reports

A.) Mother Claire’s Report

· The Bishop’s visit went well. She commented that St. Mary’s was organized and

displayed decentralized authority.

· Moving-up Sunday also went well.

· Mother Claire reported that her grant for sabbatical was sent in 6/10. A discussion

was held to go over the timing and items of the leave. She should know in October whether she has received the grant.

· Mother Claire’s vacation is from 7/28 to 8/21.

· Mother Claire suggested that St. Mary’s try for a Bidel Fund Grant, St. Matthew’s in Bedford, to request a sizeable gift to the Capital Campaign Fund. The monies would help cover placement of the food pantry and cost of a new building for it.

· A banner specifying summer services will be purchased.

· A coon hat was presented to Greg.

B.) Warden’s Reports 

· Jeff discussed the many grants that St. Mary’s has received from the diocese.

C.)
Council Reports



Parish Life  (Iris reporting) – No report

Christian Education  (Carolyn reporting)

· The Rite 13 ceremony was great. A collection was taken for Karen and Dario Ungania.

· A Christian Education meeting was held. The Kids Jam will be more structured. Parents need to be more involved. There will be a charge for Church School next year. 

· There will be a walkathon in the fall. The monies collected will be for the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility.



ALPHA  - No report 

· Home sessions of ALPHA have been successful.

Altar Guild  (Pat reporting)

· Pat Slavin and Kathy Munroe will be co-directors of the Altar Guild.

· All went well at the Bishop’s visit.

Outreach  (Terry reporting) – No Report

Technology  (Dan reporting)

· Cleanup and maintenance is being done on the website.

· Announcing coming events will be included in the special events area.

· The phone bill was investigated. IT appears to be the best that can be done currently.

· A section on questions/answers on Baptisms and Weddings will be looked into.

Stewardship  (Jeff reporting)

· This council will handle grants.

· The Pledge Committee will have Joanne Riley and Sue Kimble as co-chairs.

· A contract committee will review all of St. Mary’s contracts.

· A fundraising committee will handle all fairs and money raisers.

· The Capital Campaign Committee will be comprised of Mother Claire, Jeff Donaldson, Walt Decker, and Joanne Riley. There will be a meeting with the vestry on 6/29. A feasibility study is tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2005 and the campaign itself for spring of 2006.

Financial  (Paul reporting) 

· Please see item 2D.



Newsletter  (Sallie reporting)

· Debbie P. will continue with the newsletter as long as she has backup.

· The next newsletter deadline is 7/6.

· Information on the Capital Campaign should be included in the newsletter.

· There is a need for press releases for St. Mary’s

· Is there a need for a Vestry question box in the newsletter?

· A section on did you know about a particular Council is needed.

· A section on books to read this summer might be included.

Buildings and Grounds  (Greg reporting)

· Thanks to all who participated in the cleanup day.

· There is still inside work to do.

· A discussion was held regarding the parish roof. After different proposals were investigated it was decided to obtain 2 bids from insured and licensed contractors in Westchester.

D.) Financial Status Report – (5/31/05) 

· A discussion was held. Pledge income is up. The expenses are only slightly larger than the income. On the downside the overall pledges and plate are down for the year.

III
Old Business

A.) Committee Structure and Meeting Schedules – Tabled to next meeting. All committees 

should meet by September.


B.)
Parish Hall Roof – Completed above

IV
New Business

A.) Region 2: St. Paul’s Yonkers & St. Mary’s – Evening of Evangelism

· This will be held either in the fall of 2005 or the spring of 2006.

B.) Harvest Fair

· A schedule for selling raffle tickets in September was passed around to the vestry. 

Members sign up for the date of their choice.

· A point person is needed for the Harvest Fair.

Frank closed the meeting with a prayer and adjourned at 9:17 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


Frank Doyle
Clerk of the Vestry

