Vestry Minutes

March 12, 2007

Present:
Mother Claire Woodley-Aitchison, Jeff Donaldson, Terry Berardi, Robert Cinque,

Iris Doyle, Mickey Moroney, Dan Riley, Beth Rordam, Dario Ungania

Absent:
Carolyn Knight, Pat Slavin

Guest:

JoAnn Riley

Mother Claire began the meeting with a prayer at 7:36 P.M.

I
Approval of Minutes: On motion by Terry, seconded by Beth, the minutes of the February 12, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.

II
Reports

A.) Mother Claire’s Report 

· The primates met in Tanzania with the following results

· US Episcopal Church has until September 2007 to withdraw the ordination of the Bishop in New Hampshire

· Moratorium on Gay / Lesbian ordinations in US

· Moratorium on Gay / Lesbian union blessings

Mother Claire gave a brief history on the past.

A discussion on what would the vestry like to happen on the topic at St. Mary’s was held.

· Mother Claire showed a picture. It will be copied for Easter.

· Mother Claire has a meeting with Bishop Roskam this week. She will be discussing a grant for a sound system for St. Mary’s.

· The U2-charist is on Wednesday, April 4, 2007.

B.) Warden’s Reports  - Please see their Council reports

C.)
Council Reports



Parish Life  (Iris reporting)

· The Ladies Lunch will tentatively meet on March 30, 2007.

· The Heavenly Hosts will have a potluck supper at Mother Claire’s on 3/18.

· On Palm Saturday, 3/31, from 5 to 8 PM, there will be a Hip Hop event.

· On Maundy Thursday, 4/5, there will be a potluck supper.

· Aunt Millie’s Rummage Fair will be on Saturday, 4/28.

Christian Education  (Carolyn Reporting) – No Report

Altar Guild  (Iris reporting for Pat)  

· There will be an altar guild cleanup day on 3/24.

Outreach  (Terry reporting)

· There are over 100 tickets sold for the fundraiser on 3/24.

· The Feinstein Challenge is taking place during March and April.

· Don Bennett of WHUD is sponsoring a day at Shoprite on 3/31.

· The Boy Scout Eagle Project is ongoing. The completed benches will be blessed.

· The Outreach Committee will need to meet to decide the distribution of monies from the Roake Fund.

Technology  (Dan reporting) 

· The schedule of Lenten program and activities is on the website. 

· Mother Claire’s first two sermons are also on the website.

Contracts (Bob reporting) 

· People have taken responsibilities for various functions of the Soul Song Café.

Stewardship   (Jeff reporting) 

· Mother Claire and Jeff met with the Bedell Group. The unofficial / official number is $250,000. They will vote on the recommendation this week. The monies will be distributed to us during 2008 and 2009.

· Jeff discussed the cost of a diocesan loan for the capital campaign. It would be a 10-year loan at 7%. Jeff cited that if we took a $350,000 amount the payback would be approximately $49,000 a year. He stated the need for additional giving by parishioners to cover the monthly payback.

· Jeff presented a feasibility study created by Sedovic Architects. A review of the numbers was made.

· Jeff presented a sheet on the Hearth fire Project. There was a discussion about the monies and also the priority schedule. He also stated that, hopefully, work would begin on certain parts of the project this summer.

A motion was made by Mickey, seconded by Dario, that $33,000 be approved for Sedovic Architects. There was unanimous approval.

· The Buildings and Grounds committee will meet Thursday, 3/15, at 7:30 PM.

· There is a need for Grant writers for the capital campaign.

· There is a need for an investment person for the capital campaign.

· Through Holliman, there will be a presentation by Michael Attanasio, Walt Decker, and Sallie Sypher on Planned Giving.

Buildings and Grounds  (Mickey reporting)

· Mickey discussed the kitchen window that was replaced.

· He also mentioned the need to look at the parking lot grate.

Financial (JoAnn reporting) 

· JoAnn discussed the case of a person wanting their reimbursement to be applied 

to their pledge. After discussion it was decided that they should receive a check for their reimbursement and then they could submit a check to the church.

· The monthly allocation to Midnight Run has been increased to $150. This needs 

to be presented to the vestry for approval. 

· $2,305 was paid through insurance to a person attending a funeral at St. Mary’s. 

The grate in the parking lot damaged the underside of his car.

· JoAnn mentioned the need of an assistant treasurer. She also stated some of the 

functions that the person would handle. The vestry was asked to give Mother Claire any names of individuals that might fit the situation.

D.) Financial Status Report – (2/28/07) 

· JoAnn presented a new format of the report from QuickBooks. She led a discussion on the various line items. The vestry thought the new format was easier to read and understand.

III
Old Business – None 

IV
New Business


A.)
Spring Clean Up Day – No date has been set.


B.)
Parochial Report

· A discussion was held on the various numbers present. Completion is ASAP.

A motion was made by Terry, seconded by Mickey, that the financial piece of the report be approved. The number piece was given provisional approval with the final approval to be handled by email. There was unanimous approval.

C.)
Family Circles (Heavenly Hosts) Planning Update

· The meeting of the leaders on 3/18 will discuss the makeup of the groups.

· The first official host circle pot luck will be on 4/15.

D.) Safety & Security – Use of Safe for Silver, Financials, Draft Register, etc.

· In Sacristy – file cabinet – All of the above can be stored.

· Church Office – A steel door will be looked into.

E.)
Parishioner advertising of services utilizing the Sunday bulletin and parish list

· After a discussion on the pros and cons it was decided that the parish list was not

to be used by anyone for advertising services. In addition the Sunday bulletin and St. Mary’s website would not be used. A bulletin board would be set up on a 3 month trial basis to see how it works.

Mother Claire closed the meeting with a prayer, at 9:36 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Frank Doyle


Clerk of the Vestry

